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Will the Real Alexander Standish

House Please Stand Up?

■ :
ByTONYKELSO

The recent sale of

the 10 million-dollar

estate ;it Goose Point

off of Standish
Street includes a

house i hat has long

been called ihe

Alexander Standish
ousc. built in 1666.

Alexander Standish was the ..Idesi surviv-
ig son of Mylcs and Barbara Standish and

iherited his father's farm after Mylcs' death in
ctober 1656. Alexander :S,landish was bom
)OUl 1626 and died in July']70.: at aboui age
), He was married twice, first li Sarah Alden
id later to Desire Doty and bad two families
/both wives. He left a will dalivl a lew days
sfore he died thai mentions a ■'dwelling
nisc" thai he willed to his son Myles. It is
esc outlines of his life that provide the
ysiery of the

mse or

'uses of

I e x a n d e r

andish.

Houses l

2: The

indish cellar

le plol on

I a n d i s h

ore has long

on known as

■ she of Ihc

plain Mylcs

a n'd i s h

ii u s e .

idition has

hai about 10

irs sifter ihe death of Mylcs. his house

iicd down. In 1856, in what is called the

i scientific archcological survey, a dig con-

led at the site confirmed a cellar hole and

at some poini there had been a major fire,

dig also revealed an odd outline of a build-

thflt resembled a V. Later, historians tiiink
in fact il was not one building but two, Hie

>nd possibly being a house

nil after Ihc first one was

to fire. As this dig was the

ofits land, the survey was
incntary at best and to date

uriher digs have been done

that site. Alexander

idish is likely in have lived

ne or both houses after the

hoi'his father.

Alexander Slaniiish is likely
to have lived In one or both

houses afler the deatli ol his
father.

House J: Die construction

dale or 1666 lias traditionally

been given to what is com

monly called ihc Alexander

Standish house, because the

fire was supposedly 10 years

after ihc death of Mylcs in

1656. The problem with dating this house
through deeds or wills is that ihc surrounding

farm was passed down in the Standish family

until great grandson Myles sold it out of the

Standish family in 1761.

It was not until 1870 when ihe ambitious
Boston lawyer Stephen Allen came lo Duxbury
ami bought up as much of U,c old Standish
ftjnn as he could that the house off of Standish
Mrcct began-to be identified as Alexander's
»>uxc. Allen built a large summer house ncar-
>y. painted 1666 on the chimney of the old

liouse, and used il as a selling point for his
grandiose real estate plans, which called for a
nionument honoring Myles Siandish on ihc top
°i Captain's Hill, a surrounding steamboat
Wharf, hotel at the crest of the hill and cottage

roofed house was pan of-tflo -Selling point of
■his scheme and so was featured for years on
many postcards and souvenir china

In 1991. when the house was finally being
■sold out ol ,|lc Allcn-Paticn family, the Society

Si?!C!i?irati?11 ^New En«llllul Antiquities
M NI,A) took a look al the structural elcmenls

01 UlC house. I hey suggesled that although the
house had some aspects of Km Perio<
Arcliiteciurc, !he first phase of buildings built
by lam,hes hkc ihc Siandishcs, ihe house was
more likely built between 1725-1740 which
could make it built by Myles, the grandson oI
If", first Mylcs and son of Alexander

House 4: High on Capiain's Hill is 68 Myles
View Dnvc. which, in pan, is a very old, small
gambrel -roofed house. The deeds for ihe prop
elOTnsistendy mention a house, and those

bong the property back to Alexander
Stondfb ln March 1702, when he and his second
wife Desire sold il and 60 acres ,o the incoming
young Duxbury minister John Robins,,,"
Alexander died only a few months afler this sale

House 5: When Stephen Allen boughi Hie
Onner Myles Standish farm in 1870? ihcre
were three bouses on Ihc nmtwu nuwl™*tnv.
Goose Poini Pond. One was Alexander
Standish 1 louse 3, one was a house moved off
and is now 304 Siandish Street, and one was

taken down. This last house was described as a

low Cape style. No photographs exist of this
house, but some old Duxbury families felt at
the lime that il was really an old Siandish
house. Again the deeds are not helpful since il

was one large fan,, lor so long a

thai could lay claim to
s his. it is a mys| wc

probably never solve 1)U|
e risk of making someone
m a distant ccniyrv like

Alexander Standish sound too
m«lern, the changing circum-
nances of his life-early „,;„,
rfege and family, inheriting
Jk Father's farm, a house
t)ll"»nS. a late marriage- and
second family and old age .

7m saod re;is"ns 'o ihink
""""' «w honscs and their
possibilities.




